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Upcoming Dates
June 30, 2022
Valley Dine-A-Round
Dinner: 6:00 PM
Wild WIlly’s Burgers
724 Columbus Ave.
Rochester, NH 03867

July 10, 2022
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
August 1, 2022
2022-2023 Dues Notices
Sent Out
August 6, 2022
Dinner + Installation,
E.C. & Member Mtg
Dinner - 5 pm
Meeting to Follow
Portsmouth Masonic Temple

August 10, 2022
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
August 17, 2022
Seafood & Fireworks Cruise
Dinner at Brown’s Lobster
Pound, Cruise to follow
See flyer inside.
Seabrook, New Hampshire

September 10, 2022
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE

New Valley Officers, New Events:

Dine Arounds, Installation, Family Life Outings
& More!

I

t’s been a long time but we’re
back! With new officers to lead
the Valley and new events to
help get you back into the swing
of things, we’re working hard to help
you to get the most of your Scottish
Rite experience.
On August 6, 2022, we’re going
to start by having a dinner and
installing our new Valley leaders:
John F. Bartoszak, Sr. 32º as Thrice
Potent Master, Rod McDonald,
33º, as Sovereign Prince and David
Akridge, 32º as Most Wise Master.
We’re inviting you to join us as these
brothers take their official oath of
office and support them in their efforts
going forward.
Dinner will be served at 5pm for
brethren and their ladies. Following
dinner, the Valley will have its semipublic installation of officers and our

regular Stated/Executive Committee
meeting. A ladies program will be
held while the brethren are in the
meeting.
What’s next? How about a dinearound? That’s right, the Valley is
going to start going out to eat together
monthly starting with Wild Willy’s
Burgers in Rochester on June 30,
2022! Come join us!
The Valley has also planned a boat
cruise out of Seabrook on August 17,
2022 (see flyer inside) as well as a trip
on the Hobo Railroad on October 23,
2022, departing from Meredith at 2:30
PM (see flyer inside).
We’re hoping you’ll join us for the
events we’ve got scheduled so far
and those we haven’t scheduled yet.
Scottish Rite is the experience of a
lifetime, so come on out and join us!

Scottish Rite Vision:
We will strive to be a fraternity
that fulfills our Masonic obligation to
care for our members.

Want to Know When an Event is Happening?
Visit the Valley of Portsmouth/Dover calendar on the web at
the NH Scottish Rite website:
nhscottishrite.org/portsdover.htm and click on “Calendar”
In case of severe weather, check the valley web page or calendar for
postponement within 24hrs.

Are you

moving?
Get a new email address?
If any of your contact information has
changed, we want to know!
Keeping the Valley informed of email
address, phone number and snail mail
address changes helps us serve our
membership better. You can also manage
your contact details at the new
Supreme Council Member’s Center:
www.scottishritenmj.org/Member-Center
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From the Secretary

T

From the
Secretary
Bro. Jeffrey M. Brown

Bro. Jeffrey M. Brown, 33º

ime to RESET. Every year we reset and begin our activities
for the year. This new Valley year when we mean RESET
we really mean it. This is not your normal transition from on
season to another. We have been set back for a few seasons
through no fault of our own and now is time to start getting back to what
we once enjoyed. As far as Scottish Rite we never went anywhere, we
just adjusted the way we do things. Our Valley year has started and we are
off and running-Literally. Aug 6th a RESET dinner and installation of our
Officers. August 17 our FIREWORKS CRUISE and DINNER is back.
And we are trying new things with more to come starting off with our
Valley DINE AROUND June 30 . Let us know what you think and feel
free to come back in person. Re-invigorate, Enjoy getting out, See what
you have missed, Expect something different, Travel.
Jeffrey M. Brown
Secretary
vpd.secretary@gmail.com
603-944-0123

Change from US Mail to Digital?
Scottish Rite
Mission

• Inspire our members by
emphasizing our Core Values:
Reverence for God, Devotion to
Country, Integrity, Justice,
Toleration, and Service.
• Ensure that activities are
convenient.
• Provide enjoyable programs and
fraternal fellowship.

Please consider changing your delivery of
this Valley Journal from US Mail to digital.
The digital version will be searchable, have
hyperlinks, may contain “more,” and can be
easily forwarded.
Please Email your request to our secretary at
vpd.secretary@gmail.com, with subject line
“Send Valley Journal via Email” or similar.

the brethren engaged and moving
forward. I love being a Mason and a
Scottish Rite Mason. I am the father
of 4, and I am married to the “Lovely
and Talented” Andrea Bartoszak. I
have two sons and a bonus son. All
of my sons are Masons. Andrea and
one of my daughters are in the Order
of Eastern Star. So as you can see we
are committed to Freemasonry as a
family.

From the Thrice
Potent Master

B

Bro. John Bartoszak, Sr.

rethren, It’s a new day.
It all starts over again,
and it all starts over
now. First, I would like
to introduce myself to those of you
that may not know me. I am John
F Bartoszak Sr., and I was elected
Thrice Potent Master of the Lodge
of Perfection for the Valley of Dover
Portsmouth on May 7, 2022. I have
been a Master Mason for about 12
years and a Scottish Rite Mason (in
our Valley) for nearly that entire time.
I am the immediate Past Master of
Humane Lodge No 21 in Rochester
NH. It was an exciting time being the
master of a lodge through the Covid
years. However, we managed to keep

I am an Instructional Design
Program Manager at Virtual
Learning Academy Charter School
(VLACS). VLACS is a virtual k-12
NH Charter school that is 100%
online. Working for VLACS has
been the best job I have ever had. I
have several hobbies. I play Guitar,
I ride Motorcycles (I am the VP of
the Scythe Of Time Widows Sons),
and I am a “Photo Documentarian
‘’, which is a fancy way of saying I
like to photograph events. You may
have seen yourself in images that
have been published in any number of
places that I may have captured.
Let’s look at our plans for the valley, remember plans change, but we
do have plans. We are working to
bring back some of our more popular
Family Life activities. The Fireworks
Cruise in Hampton/Seabrook, The
Hobo Train Ride/dinner, and a Holiday Celebration. We are planning to
implement a few new programs like
the “Valley Dine a Round ‘’ where
we will converge on a different local
Restaurant every month, for a Casual social gathering. We have been

doing that in District 5 for a couple
years and it is always a good time. In
September we are planning a “Ladies
At the Table” that is also going to
an Awards ceremony. My wife, the
“Lovely and Talented Andrea” (remember her?) is working on having a
“Ladies Program” for degree days, to
entertain our significant others while
we work in the quarry. Speaking of
working in the quarry our annual
Joint Degree will be occurring at the
Portsmouth temple on November 5,
2022. We will be reaching out to the
valley brethren to help out with the
degree, sound, and stage crews.
As you can see, we have been busy,
and we expect to get even busier. If
you have any ideas, suggestions,
concerns, or advice, please reach out
to me or any member of the valley
leadership. I can be reached directly
at jbartoszak@gmail.com or at 603502-3232. I am very much looking
forward to working with you, my
brothers, to make the new future
of the Valley of Portsmouth Dover
everything you signed up for. It is my
goal, that if you give me your time, it
will not be time wasted.

John F. Bartoszak, Sr.
Thrice Potent Master

jbartoszak@gmail.com

Invite a Brother to Join the Scottish Rite!
Petitions for Fall Degrees are still being accepted!

Upcoming Meetings & Events - Summer 2022
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Willy’s Burgers

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Aug. 1

2

3

4

5

6
VPD Dinner &
Installation, E.C. &
Member Mtg 5pm

I

step into this position of
Most Wise Master with great
enthusiasm and hope. I look
forward to serving each of
you and look forward to serving
with Thrice Potent Bartoszak and
Sovereign Prince MacDonald in this
tradition rich Valley. Coupled with
your active engagement and the tools,
such as Pathfinder, that are being
provided by the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction, we can enhance the
Masonic experience.

From the Most
Wise Master
Bro. David Akridge

Some weeks ago, I was asked
by our Illustrious Deputy, Ken
Clay, to present the Scottish Rite
Americanism Awards for the
University of New Hampshire
ROTC award winner and also the
Dover High School JROTC award
winner. What a moving experience.
To be among these young men and
women who are choosing to serve
our country and exemplify two
of our Core Values, Devotion to
Country and Service to Humanity, is
a humbling experience. Our future is
indeed bright.
As we experienced in our Fall
Reunion, we are now able to return to

in-person degrees and as always, we
want to provide a meaningful degree.
We have many whom have joined our
ranks through the innovative virtual
offerings of Night at the Rite. Now
is the time to couple that experience
with the in-person degrees and the
fellowship that is just not the same
as the virtual experience. Coupled
with the right balance of virtual and
in-person degrees, we can expand the
number of degrees available.
I hope that you will join us as we
return to some of the tried and true
in-person events, degrees and other
activities, but I also hope that you
will support some new initiatives that
are being discussed. Have a thought,
share it.
Stay tuned for the first Dine Around.
I assure this is a family friendly event
and no one has to cook or clean.
Journey On!

David Akridge

Most Wise Master

From the
Sovereign
Prince
Bro. Rod MacDonald

I

t’s been said that significant
disruptions in one’s life or usual
routines can take a long time
from which to recover: a.k.a.
getting back to normal. The last twoand-a-half years have really proved
this statement to be true. After digging
ourselves out from under a pandemic
that just will not seem to quit, we have
been confronted with shortages of just
about everything, and runaway costs
for those items or services we can get.
At present, we seem to be caught in the
classic – “for every one step forward….
we take two steps back”! I think it
was my education as a history major
that has allowed me to sit back, catch
my breath, and think “like everything
else that has ever happened…. this too
shall pass!” There are, however, pieces
of our recent past that have made longterm or permanent changes that are
probably here to stay.

Two years ago, the word zoom was
a verb that indicated traveling or
moving quickly. It also doubled as
noun used for close-up camera shots.
Today the second anybody uses
the word zoom, we find ourselves
reaching for our pocket calendar or
smart phone to schedule yet another
on-line meeting of some type. Going
back to late 2019, you would not
hesitate for a minute to jump in your
car and head for a local store to pickup whatever it was you needed and if
that store did not have what you were
looking for, you simply drove to the
next one to shop. Currently, we are
more apt to log-on to Amazon (you
know, that word that was best known
as a body of water in South America
representing one of the longest rivers
in the world, but today is best known
as the world’s largest shopping
venue) push a few buttons then sit
back and wait for the UPS or FEDEX
“guy” to bring whatever you ordered
right to your door.

hold things together, until we get back
to normal.”

As we now try to adjust to the “new
normal” that has emerged from the
pandemic, we are also striving to
“breath life” back into as many of or
regular activities as is possible. Last
fall the Valley of Portsmouth Dover
worked “fast and furious” to get a
cast together, rehearse literally right
up to the last minute, and present
the 21st at the Fall Reunion held at
Exeter High School. With many of
the “core” degrees now virtual or
being produced on DVDs, and feeling
that the 21st degree went very well,
discussion has gone on within the
Valley about continuing to select and
perform degrees that are not frequently
performed. Efforts are being made to
reinstitute family life events such as
the fall train excursion. A new “DineAround” program is starting whereby
the VPD will designate a time and a
seacoast area restaurant once-a-month
where Scottish Rite members, and all
Two years ago gasoline was interested Masons, friends, and family
averaging $2.17 a today it…..oh, can come-out and dine together.
what is the sense in bringing this up: Other activities are also in the works
the price will go up again before I can and will be announced throughout the
finish composing this sentence! All, of remainder of the year.
these changes, and a many more, have
caused us to make adaptations to our Yes, we are making a comeback from
lives that may very well prove to be Covid and it’s “aftermath issues. Yes,
some things will be both different,
permanent.
familiar, or altogether new. But one
Our Masonic journey has been no thing will not change: the need to
exception to this. As Masons, we have you, our members, come out and
had to either go without meeting or both work with us and enjoy with us
embrace the concept of the virtual the Valley Of Portsmouth-Dover’s
meeting. We had to put on hold, for comeback.
longer than expected, stated and degree
communications, social activities,
suppers, charitable events, etc. There Rod MacDonald, 33º
were efforts made to compensate for Sovereign Prince
these “lock down” times with on-line
meetings and popular virtual programs
such as “Thursday Night at the Rite”
(which many seem to want to see
continued on a permanent basis).
Throughout this period, we were all
thinking, “let’s just try to find ways to

Scottish Rite Bodies

Valley of Portsmouth and Dover
PO Box 1992
Seabrook NH 03874-1992
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What’s Inside This Edition:
• Valley Dine-A-Round - June 30, 2022
at Wild Willy’s Burgers in Rochester, NH
• Seabrook Dinner & Boat Cruise August 17, 2022 - see flyer inside.
• Hobo Railroad Outing - October 23, 2022
Train departs from Meredith at 2:30 PM
see flyer inside

THE VALLEY OF PORTSMOUTH/DOVER

HOBO RAILROAD
TRAIN RIDE
SUNDAY, OCT. 23, 2022
MEREDITH, NH
HARTS TURKEY FARM DINNER ON BOARD
MEALS FOR CHILDREN 12 & UNDER

TRAIN DEPARTS AT 2:30 PM
FROM MEREDITH

PLAN TO ARRIVE 30 MINS. BEFORE TRAIN DEPARTS

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS OCT. 1, 2022
COST: ADULTS-16+: $20, CHILDREN 6-16: $10, UNDER 6: FREE
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE TRAIN STATION IS ON YOUR OWN

RSVP for the Hobo Railroad Train Ride
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Number of people attending: ___ Adults (16 & over) @ $20 each ____ Children (Ages 6-16) @ $10 each
____ Children (Under 6 years old) @ FREE
Family and friends are invited as well. Reservations must be accompanied by payment.
Please make checks payable to the Valley of Portsmouth/Dover.
Send reservation form, with payment to:
Ronald J. Brown, 33 Rochester Hill Rd., Rochester, NH 03867-3214

